the Lord of Majesty afflicted them with pestilence, on
account of which they fled from the city; they had,
however, run not more than one mile when they heard
fearful shouts, in consequence of which all of them hastened
to the next world. Ebn A'bbfis relates that they were
four thousand in number, but Wuhub Bin Mtmiah asserts
that they amounted to eighty thousand. It is also narrated
by Ebn A'bbas that after seven days bad elapsed since the
death of those people their corpses burst and stank. On
that occasion Hazkil happened to have finished his devotions,
and was passing that way, but feeling commiseration in his
heart, he said": ' 0 Lord, Thou hast destroyed these people!'
He then heard the answer: * They fled from the plague,
therefore 1 displayed My power to them.' Hazkil prayed
to the Lord to resuscitate those men to life, and the request
was granted; those people, however, not only themselves
retained a cadaverous smell, but also their children and
descendants were affected therewith, Wuhub states that
their flesh had fallen to pieces, and their bones were also
rotten when they were again restored to life by the prayers
of Hazkil; the knowledge is, however, with Allah."8

When the corpses were resuscitated they exclaimed:
' Praise be to Thee, 0 Lord! There is no God but Thou !'
They arose from that place, returned to their country, and
acted during the remainder of their lives according to the
religion of Mflsa, until their predestined fate overtook
them, and they were compelled by death to walk into the
pleasant mansion of eternity. After Hazkil had for a long
time remained among the children of those people who
were sometimes obedient and at others rebellious towards
him, his noble mind was so grieved that he departed from
their country to the land of Babel, whence he was removed
to the everlasting abode :

Disticb.; A deceitful mansion mwafc be this,

Now in sorrow, now in bliss.

28 Sale considers this story to havo been taken from Ez&kiol'ti vision
of the resurrection of dry bones.   Ezekiol, ch. xxxvii. 1-10,